
Military ancestry - pre-1st World War 
*guides where all records are online 

The National Archives’ research guides: army 

British Army muster rolls and pay lists c.1730-1898 

British Army officers up to 1913 

British Army operations up to 1913 

British Army soldiers up to 1913 

Courts martial and desertion in the British Army 17th-20th centuries 

*Household Cavalry soldiers’ records 1799-1920 

Indian Army personnel 

Militia 

Volunteers and territorials 

The National Archives’ research guides: Royal Navy 

Royal Navy commissioned and warrant officers: further research 

Royal Navy commissioned officers 

Royal Navy warrant officers 

Royal Navy officers’ pensions 

*Royal Navy officers’ service record cards and files c.1840-c.1920 

Royal Navy officers’ service records 1756-1931 

Royal Navy ratings up to 1913 

Royal Navy ratings’ pensions 17th - 20th centuries 

*Royal Navy ratings’ service records 1853-1928 

Royal Navy ratings: further research 

*Royal Navy unpaid pensions 1830-1860: claims by next of kin 

Trafalgar Ancestors Database 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-muster-rolls-pay-lists-1730-1898/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-officers-1913/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-operations-up-to-1913/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-soldiers-up-to-1913/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/courts-martial-desertion-british-army-17th-20th-centuries/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/household-cavalry-soldiers-service-records-1799-1920/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/indian-army-personnel/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/militia/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/volunteers-territorials/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-commissioned-and-warrant-officers-further-research/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-commissioned-officers/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-warrant-officers/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-officers-pensions/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-officers-service-record-cards-files-c1840-c1920/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-officers-service-records-1756-1931/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-ratings-up-to-1913/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-ratings-pensions/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-ratings-service-records-1853-1928/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-ratings-further-research/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-navy-pensions-1830-1860-claims-by-next-of-kin/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/trafalgarancestors/


The National Archives’ research guides: Royal Naval reserve forces 

Royal Naval Reserve officers’ service records 1862-1964 

Royal Naval Reserve personnel 

Royal Naval Reserve service records 1860-1955 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve personnel 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve service records 1903-1922 

The National Archives’ research guides: Royal Marines 

Royal Marines officers 

Royal Marines other ranks 

Royal Marines service records 1842-1925 

The National Archives’ research guides: miscellaneous records 

Wills of Royal Navy and Royal Marines personnel 1786-1882 

Royal Naval dockyard staff 

Coastguard officers 

*Prisoners of war: selected records 1715-1945 

British military gallantry medals 

*Victoria Cross registers 1856-1944 

Other archives 

Armed forces records held by other archives 

Regimental museums - contact details 

National Museum of the Royal Navy  

National Maritime Museum - Caird Library 

National Army Museum - Templer Study Centre 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-naval-reserve-officers-service-records-1862-1964/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-naval-reserve-personnel/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-naval-reserve-service-records-1860-1955/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-naval-volunteer-reserve-personnel/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-naval-volunteer-reserve-service-records-1903-1922/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-marines-officers/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-marines-other-ranks/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-marines-service-records-1842-1925/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/wills-royal-navy-royal-marines-personnel-1786-1882/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/royal-naval-dockyard-staff/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/coastguard-officers/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/prisoners-of-war-selected-records-1715-1945/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-military-gallantry-medals/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/victoria-cross-registers-1856-1944/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/armed-forces-records-held-by-other-archives/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/a?_q=regimental&_col=400
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/research
https://www.rmg.co.uk/collections/caird-library
https://www.nam.ac.uk/collections/templer-study-centre

